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‘scared me; fellow 
airman recalls 


She feared ex-colleague 
with bad temper would 
‘shoot up the place. 


Dave Phillips, Richard Oppel Jr. 
and Serge F. Kovaleski 
©2017 The New York Times 


At the start of his Air Force 
career, Devin P. Kelley was picked 
for a demanding and selective 
intelligence analyst school. He 
walked into his first Monday of 
class with a crisp blue uniform, 
shined shoes, and for perhaps 
the first time in years, with hope. 
It didn’t last. 

Two years later, he found him- 
self on the run, ina bleak El Paso 


2018 ELECTIONS 


bus station at midnight trying to 
catch the first Greyhound back 
home after failing out of school, 
being charged with assault and 
escaping from a psychiatric hos- 
pital. 

As he waited in jean shorts and 
a hooded sweatshirt, the ticket in 
his hand was proof he had once 
again failed. 

For Kelley, who last Sunday 
opened fire on a rural Texas 
church, killing 26 people, the 
Air Force could have been a turn- 
ing point — a source of discipline 
and direction that he had not 
embraced in a troubled child- 
hood. But military records and 
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Democrat Wendy Davis (right), ex-state senator and possible 


gubernatorial candidate, speaks at an event with the Texas Freedom 
Network at the Capitol last week. MARK MATSON/FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Democrats in disarray as 
Abbott files for re-election 


Failure to field strong 
candidate atop ticket 
could affect other races. 


By Jonathan Tilove 
jtilove@statesman.com 


Gov. Greg Abbott filed paper- 
work Saturday to place his name 
on the March primary ballot for 
governor as the monthlong filing 
period began. The filing, before 
a large crowd in West Austin, 
had been expected since Abbott 
announced four months ago he 
was running for re-election. 

What was less known then, 
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» Abbott unveils plan to boost 
health care, opportunities for 
veterans, A6 


as now, is Abbott’s Democratic 
opponent. 

So far three candidates have 
said they are running: Jeffrey 
Payne, a Dallas businessman and 
former International Mr. Leather 
who has never run for office 
before; Tom Wakely, a self-de- 
scribed “Berniecrat with a Pan- 
ama hat,” from San Antonio, who 
lost to U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith 


Democrats continued on A7 
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Hundreds of dams 
in Texas risk failure 


Statesman investigation finds substandard dams may 
put populated areas at risk in massive, worst-case floods. 


and the small lake it forms occupy an easement on a large parcel of land west of I-35 and southwest of 
Georgetown owned by the company. RICARDOB. BRAZZIELL / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


By Ralph K.M. Haurwitz | rhaurwitz@statesman.com 


GEORGETOWN — The earthen dam on the outskirts of this Williamson County city 
certainly does not look flimsy. At 35 feet high and nearly a third of a mile long, it 
has done a reliable job of holding back floodwaters on Chandler Branch, a normally 


placid tributary of Brushy Creek, for more than 50 years. 


Dams whose failure could kill 


High-hazard dams: State law defines a high-hazard dam as one 
whose failure would be expected to result in the loss of “seven or more 
lives or three or more habitable structures,” or “excessive economic loss.” 
Such dams must be able to handle 100 percent of the worst-case flood 
or, in some cases, 75 percent. 

Significant-hazard dams: Significant-hazard dams are those whose 
failure could possibly cost “one to six lives or one or two habitable 
structures,” or “appreciable economic loss.”* 


Significant-hazard dams 


5 


High-hazard dams 


undetermined: 


178 
TOTAL: TOTAL: 
1,338 381 


*231 others in rural areas are exempt from safety requirements under state law. 


Source: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality STAFF 


But in a worst-case flood, like 
what Hurricane Harvey unleashed 
on parts of Texas in August, or 
even a flood a bit more than half as 
severe, Chandler would turn into 
a monster, eventually surging over 
the top of what’s known as Upper 
Brushy Creek Dam 10A. When rush- 
ing water and earth meet, water 
usually wins, and the dam would 
almost certainly breach, resulting 
in the uncontrolled release of the 
impounded water, more than 500 
million gallons. 

That would swamp a miles-long 
area stretching southeast into 
Round Rock that includes 306 
houses, eight multifamily build- 
ings, 19 commercial properties 
and 14 road and railroad cross- 
ings, according to a study com- 
missioned by the Upper Brushy 
Creek Water Control and Improve- 
ment District. Interstate 35, about 
4 miles downstream, would be 
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NATION & WORLD, A2 
NewU.S.stamptoplace 
focus on Alzheimer’s 


Starting Nov. 30, sales of the 
stamps will raise money for the 
National Institutes of Health. 
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